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The commercial space industry is expected to reach over $1 trillion in 
annual revenue by 2024, according to Forbes. The industry is quickly 
privatizing and is in need of problem solvers, critical thinkers, and 
innovative minds. The Space Entrepreneurs Pitch Competition is here to 
give the next generation of space entrepreneurs a platform to share 
their ideas with leaders in the industry and gain recognition for their 
efforts. 

To compete, high school and undergraduate students are invited to 
identify a problem within the commercial space industry that they 
propose a business idea to solve. This is an idea competition: you do not 
need to develop a proto-type, conduct an experiment, or submit 
anything physical. The challenge is to develop an entrepreneurial 
solution to a problem: and convince your audience that this is a feasible, 
desirable, and innovative solution. You may compete as an individual or 
in teams of up to 5 competitors.

Competitors are encouraged to enroll in the Space Entrepreneurs 
Academy or Space Station Technology Badge, online courses designed 
to teach participants everything they need to know in order to excel in 
the Pitch Competition. This is not mandatory, though it is recommended.

The Challenge

Research a problem that exists for people on Earth, people living in space 
(now or in the future), or the future of space exploration. 
Create a business solution to that problem – focus on the idea itself, not 
actually creating a physical product. 
Working by yourself or in a team of up to 5 students, create the three 
required submissions.

1.

2.

3.

Get Started:

https://sea.competitionsciences.org/space-entrepreneurs-pitch-competition/
https://sea.competitionsciences.org/
https://sea.competitionsciences.org/
https://sea.competitionsciences.org/elementor-326/


Competition Timeline
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The official launch to the Space Entrepreneurs 
Academy and Pitch Competition. Hear from 
experts within the commercial space industry 
and learn more about what to expect this 
season.

OPENING SYMPOSIUM

Develop your business idea. and 
work on your competition 

submissions. If you are enrolled in 
the Space Entrepreneurs Academy, 

complete the course.

LEARN AND PREPARE

Make sure your three submissions 
meet the outlined requirements (on 
page 4). Submit through through 
your team account in the ICS portal 
by the deadline.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE

Join our experts once again for the 
closing symposium, reflections, on 

the Pitch Competition, and 
recognition of outstanding 

competition entries.

CLOSING SYMPOSIUM

January 25, 2023 - 6pm ET

January 25 - March 31, 2023

March 31, 2023 - 11:59pm ET

April 19, 2023 - 6pm ET



Competition Submissions
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Business Plan/Proposal

The paper should be no more than 10 pages
Submit through the ICS portal as a PDF

The purpose of a business plan is to convey the amount of 
research you have put into your ideas to your audience. In this 
case, judges will want to see that you have clearly identified a 
problem, a feasible business solution, and a clear customer. 

Guidelines:

Pitch Deck

The deck should be 8-10 slides in total
All team members first names and last initial 
should be on the title slide
See the Pitch Deck Guide for extra tips & tricks
Use in your presentation, AND submit through 
the ICS portal as a PDF

Using the research, ideas, and information you used 
to create your business plan, create a compelling 
pitch deck for your presentation. A pitch deck is a 
slideshow that talks potential investors, judges, or 
interested parties through your ideas, research, and 
team. 

Guidelines:

Presentation

All team members should speak during 
the presentation
Should not exceed 10 minutes in length
Submit video through Flip at this link

As a team, create a recorded presentation 
talking through your pitch deck. This can 
be done in a recorded online meeting 
(Zoom, Skype, etc.) or recorded in person 
as you present your slideshow on a 
screen.

Guidelines:

Due Date: March 31st, 11:59 ET
These submissions are your chance to convey your ideas in a way that is easy to understand, 

exciting, and memorable for the competition judges.

Problem/Business Solution
Industry Analysis
Competitive Analysis

Suggested Topics:
1.
2.
3.

4. Finances
5. Team Information
6. Marketing Plan

7. Value Proposition
8. Business Model

https://www.competitionsciences.org/resources/pitch-deck-guide/
https://flip.com/06ba96e9


Best Practices
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As you form your team, think about people who complement your 
skillet, and everyone has a designated role.

FORM A DREAM TEAM1

Familiarize yourself with the state of the commercial space industry, its 
future, and some pain points. 

DO YOUR RESEARCH2

Make note of important deadlines and events, and create a plan to 
meet them. Create shared group files that everyone can access.

STAY ORGANIZED3

Although your don't need to create something physical, test your 
business idea against existing solutions to determine feasibility.

4

Before recording and submitting your competition entries, run 
them by your teachers, parents, and friends to get feedback.

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE5

TEST YOUR IDEA

Read the judging rubric thoroughly to ensure you meet the expectations 
of the judges. Use this to create outline for your research and 
submissions.

USE THE RUBRIC

6






